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ELECTRICAL MACHINE ELEMENT 
Technical Field 

The present invention generally is related to elec- 
trical machines, especially motors, and more precisely is 
directed to the structure of the stator or rotor assembly 
5 thereof. 

Background of the invention and prior art 
Electrical machines have a stationary element and a 
movable element. The movable element may be a rotating 
element or a linearly movable element. The interaction 

10 between the stationary element and the movable element is 
based on the interaction of a magnetic field generated by 
either the stationary element or the movable element and 
electric currents in a winding on the movable element or 
the stationary element, respectively. The interaction is 

15 such that the direction of the current, the direction of 
the magnetic field and the direction of the movement are 
at substantially right angles to each other, e.g. along 
an x-direction, a y-direction and a z-direction of a 
right-angled co-ordinate system. 

20 The winding comprises a plurality of coils wound 

around teeth of a soft magnetic material normally con- 
sisting of steel laminations in order to reduce the eddy 
currents . 

Although the winding can be wound on the stationary 
25 element or on the movable element, the following descrip- 
tion will be limited to the winding being part of a sta- 
tor assembly. 

Conventionally, the stator assembly of an electrical 
machine has a stator core formed of a stack of steel 
30 laminations. As an alternative to the use of steel lami- 
nations, the stator core may be formed from iron powder, 
as exemplified by U.S. Patent No. 4,947,065 disclosing a 
stator moulded in one-piece, and by International Patent 
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reducing the dimensions of the electrical machine with 
maintained performance or improving the performance with 
maintained dimensions. 

Brief description of the drawings 
5 FIG. 1 is an axial view of a stator of a servo motor 

according to a first embodiment of the invention. 

FIG, 2 is an axial sectional view along lines II-II 
in FIG, 1 and shows the axial profile of the yoke and a 
tooth of the core of the stator according to the first 
10 embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 3 is an axial view of a stator of a universal 
motor according to a second embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 4 is an axial sectional view along lines IV-IV 
in FIG. 2 and shows the axial profile of a pole of the 
15 stator according to the second embodiment of the inven- 
tion . 

Description of the preferred embodiments 
Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, a stator 1 of a servo 
motor is illustrated as having a core consisting of a 
20 yoke 2 and nine poles or teeth 3. Each tooth 3 and an ad- 
joining part 4 of the yoke 2 forms a separate unit or 
segment 5. Each adjoining part 4 projects in the circum- 
ferential direction from both sides of its tooth 3 such 
that a slot 6 is formed on each side of each tooth 3. 
25 Further, the inner tip 7 of each tooth 3 is widened in 
the circumferential directions while the rest of each 
tooth 3 has a substantially constant width. 

Assembling the stator 1 from the separate units 5 
permits an easy winding of each unit 5 of the stator. 
30 The nine separate units 5 are made of a soft mag- 

netic powder composite material which is filled into a 
die, pressed to a desired shape and then heat treated at 
a relatively low temperature so as not to destroy the 
necessary insulating layer between the powder particles. 
35 This means that volume production of the separate units 5 
is possible and results in no material waste and a fin- 
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ished pressed unit with high tolerances and little or no 
machining being required. 

As shown for one unit 5 in FIG. 2, the axial length 
of each tooth 3 is less than the axial length of the ad- 
5 joining part 4. This extension of the yoke 2 axially past 
the teeth 3 on both axial sides thereof increases the ac- 
tive length of the windings and reduces the stray losses 
such that a more efficient machine is provided. Further, 
the heat transfer from the windings to the stator is im- 

10 proved by the axial extensions of the yoke adjoining the 
coil turn parts outside the winding slots. 

The above described design may be used for reducing 
the total winding length and thereby reduce the dimen- 
sions of the electrical machine with maintained perform- 

15 ance. 

h further advantage of using powder material is that 
the sectional tooth profile may be rounded or oval such 
that sharp bending of the coil turns is eliminated and 
the risk of penetration of the insulation at the corners 
20 is reduced. This allows thinner insulation to be used re- 
sulting in a substantial thermal benefit. The winding ar- 
rangement may comprise a non-overlapping winding on each 
tooth, which simplifies the winding operation and allows 
very high packing factors to be achieved. 
25 It should be noted that the rotor (not shown in 

FIGS. 1 and 2) of the servomotor preferably is of conven- 
tional laminated design, with surface magnets preferably 
with magnet skew to reduce cogging. 

Referring now to FIGS. 3 and 4, a stator 11 of 
30 a universal motor according to a second embodiment of the. 
invention is illustrated as having a core consisting of a 
yoke 12 and two poles or teeth 13. The rotor is conven- 
tional and is not illustrated. The core is formed from 
iron powder and is moulded in one piece. 
35 The shape of the core as seen in FIG. 3 is conven- 

tional, while the axial sectiqnal shape (shown in FIG. 4) 
of each one of its poles 13 resembles the axial sectional 



wo 99/50949 



PCT/SE99/00499 



Application W095/12912 disclosing a stator comprising a 
plurality of separate and substantially identical parts. 

By its very nature any compacted, non-sintered mate- 
rial will not be fully dense. This means that soft iron 
5 powder currently available will have permeabilities that 
are lower than the permeabilities obtainable with steel 
laminations. However, magnetic powder composites could 
offer advantages such as isotropic magnetic behaviour, 
reduction in iron losses at high frequencies, improved 
10 thermal characteristics and flexible design and assembly. 
Summary 

An object of the present invention is to provide an 
electrical machine element, specifically a stator assem- 
bly, which reduces the cost of the machine without loss 
15 of performance. An electrical machine element in accor- 
dance with the present invention is characterised by the 
features specified in appended claim 1. Preferred embodi- 
ments of that electrical machine element are defined in 
the dependent claims. 
20 Thus, the present invention is related to a combina- 

tion of a core made of a magnetic powder material and 
having a yoke and a plurality of teeth spaced in a first 
direction along the yoke and extending therefrom in a 
second direction. Here, the spaces between the teeth de- 
25 fine spaced winding slots. Further, a winding carried by 
the core has coil turns located around the teeth and in 
the winding slots. 

According to the invention, the combination assembly 
is characterised in that each tooth and an adjoining part 
30 of the yoke have varying dimensions in a direction trans- 
verse to the plane defined by said first and second di- 
rections in order to adjust the magnetic flux to a de- 
sired or optimal flux density in each part of the mag- 
netic flux path in the core. 
35 In a first embodiment, the core and the winding con- 

stitute a stator assembly for a rotational electrical ma- 
chine. Therefore, the core has an annular yoke and a plu- 
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rality of teeth spaced circumf erentially on the annular 
yoke, and the spaces between the teeth define circumf er- 
entially spaced winding slots. 

In a preferred embodiment, the teeth extend radially 
5 from the yoke, and each tooth and the adjoining part of 
the yoke have varying axial dimensions. 

Alternatively, the teeth may extend axially from the 
yoke in which case each tooth and the adjoining part of 
the yoke will have varying radial dimensions. 
10 The teeth of the core may have a rounded profile 

such that sharp bending of the coil turns is eliminated 
and the risk of penetration of the insulation at the cor- 
ners is reduced. This allows thinner insulation to be 
used resulting in a substantial thermal benefit. 
15 In a preferred embodiment of the above stator assem- 

bly, each tooth forms a separate unit or segment with an 
adjoining part of the yoke. 

As a result of the design according to the present 
invention, the magnetic field from the coil turn parts is 
20 actively used. Thereby, stray losses are reduced and a 
more efficient machine is provided. Also, a better heat 
transfer is obtained; specifically by means of the axial 
extensions of the yoke adjoining the coil turn parts out- 
side the winding slots. 
2 5 In a further embodiment, the core and the winding 

constitute a stator assembly for a linear electrical ma- 
chine, the core having a longitudinal yoke and a plural- 
ity of teeth spaced along the longitudinal yoke, and the 
spaces between the teeth defining longitudinally spaced 
30 winding slots. This corresponds to the direction of the 

movement being along an x-direction, the direction of the 
magnetic field being along a y-direction and the direc- 
tion of the varying dimensions of each tooth and an ad- 
joining part of the yoke being along a z-direction of a 
35 right-angled co-ordinate system. The improved efficiency 
may be used for increasing the slot area and/or reducing 
the width of the yoke. This means a possibility of either 



wo 99/50949 



PCT/SE99/00499 



6 

shape of the teeth 3 of the servo motor stator exempli- 
fied in FIG. 2 in that the axial length of the yoke 12 is 
greater than the axial length of the adjoining part of 
the poles 13. However, the inner tips 14 of the poles 13 
5 of the universal motor stator 11 are extended axially and 
of substantially the same length as the yoke 12. Thereby, 
a low air gap flux density is concentrated into a shorter 
armature winding and the iron volume of the stator is re- 
duced. 

10 While only two embodiments of the present invention 

are described above, it is obvious to those skilled in 
the art that the several modifications are possible with- 
out departing from the spirit of the present invention. 

Thus, the invention may be applied to other types of 

15 motors, e.g. induction motors, reluctance motors, step- 
ping motors and hybrid stepping motors, and to corre- 
sponding types of generators, i.e. generally to rotating 
electrical machines. Also, the invention can be used in 
machines having an outer rotor instead of the exemplified 

20 inner rotor. 

Further, the material of the stator may comprise a 
powder material combined with other materials, e.g. lami- 
nations, or the stator may be made by casting. 

It should be noted that the teeth even might be 

25 longer axially than the teeth tips (and/or the yoke) , 
e.g. for lowering the flux density in the teeth and 
thereby reducing the risk of magnetic saturation therein. 

Generally, the invention aims at using a material or 
a combination of materials that makes it possible to vary 

30 the dimensions of each tooth and the adjoining part of 
the yoke substantially in a direction transverse to the 
plane of the laminations in a conventional electrical ma- 
chine in order to adjust the magnetic flux to an optimal 
flux density in each part of the magnetic flux path. In 

35 other words, each tooth and the adjoining part of the 
yoke have varying dimensions in said transverse direc- 
tion, i.e. differing from a constant width. 
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Finally, it should be emphasised that the invention 
is not limited to the specific, above-described embodi- 
ments but is as well applicable to electrical machines 
having other combinations of stationary and movable ele- 
5 ments. 
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CLAIMS 

1. In an electrical machine, the combination com- 
prising 

5 a core made of magnetic powder material and having a 

yoke (2; 12) and a plurality of teeth (3; 13) spaced in a 
first direction along the yoke and extending therefrom in 
a second direction substantially transverse to said first 
direction, the spaces between the teeth defining spaced 

10 winding slots (6), and a winding carried by the core and 
having coil turns around the teeth and in the winding 
slots, characterised in 

that each tooth (3; 13) and an adjoining part (4) of 
the yoke (2; 12) have varying dimensions in a direction 

15 transverse to the plane defined by said first and second 
directions in order to adjust the magnetic flux density 
in each part of the magnetic flux path in the core and 
the yoke. 

2. The combination as claimed in claim 1, wherein 

20 the core and the winding constitute a stator assembly for 
a rotational electrical machine, the core having an annu- 
lar yoke (2; 12) and a plurality of teeth (3; 13) spaced 
circumf erentially on the annular yoke, and the spaces be- 
tween the teeth defining circumf erentially spaced winding 

25 slots (6) . 

3. The combination as claimed in claim 2, wherein 
the teeth (3; 13) extend radially from the yoke (2; 12), 
and each tooth and the adjoining part of the yoke have 
varying axial dimensions . 

30 4. A stator assembly for an electrical "machine as 

claimed in claim 3, wherein the annular yoke (2; 12) ex- 
tends axially past the teeth (3; 13) at least at one of 
the axial sides thereof- 

5. A stator assembly for an electrical machine as 

35 claimed in claim 3 or 4, wherein the teeth (13) have tips 
(14) extending axially past the main part of the teeth. 
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6. The combination as claimed in claim 2, wherein 
the teeth extend axially from the yoke, and each tooth 
and the adjoining part of the yoke have varying radial 
dimensions . 

5 7. A stator assembly for an electrical machine as 

claimed in claim 6, wherein the annular yoke extends ra- 
dially past the teeth at least at one of the radial sides 
thereof . 

8. A stator assembly for an electrical machine as 
10 claimed in claim 6 or 7, wherein the teeth have tips ex- 
tending radially past the main part of the teeth. 

9. A stator assembly for an electrical machine as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein the core and the winding con- 
stitute a stator assembly for a linear electrical ma- 

15 chine, the core having a longitudinal yoke and a plural- 
ity of teeth spaced along the longitudinal yoke, and the 
spaces between the teeth defining longitudinally spaced 
winding slots . 

10. A stator assembly for an electrical machine as 
20 claimed in any one of claims 1-9, wherein the teeth (3; 

13) of the core have a rounded profile eliminating sharp 
bending of the coil turns and reducing the risk of pene- 
tration of the insulation at the corners.. 

11. A stator assembly for an electrical machine as 
25 claimed in any one of claims 1-10, wherein each tooth (3) 

forms a separate segment (5) with the adjoining part (4) 
of the yoke (2) . 
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